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One has only to look at the ruggedness of Trinidad’s northern coastline, to see 
the evidence of the sea’s ferocity in this area.  It is against the backdrop of this 
reality, that our country's government has for the second time in nineteen years, 
proposed to construct what is being sold to the country, as the Toco Multi-
purpose Port Facility.  When the Terms Of Reference for this project are taken 
into consideration, it must be noted that the activities which have been 
contemplated, would render it worthy of being called an Industrial Complex. 
  
As someone with an adventurous nature, I have on many occasions traversed 
areas of the Toco coastline, that have never been seen by many of my fellow 
villagers.  Since the proposed Toco Port has again been placed on the front 
burner of governmental considerations, I have often wondered if those who are 
advocating its establishment, have ever paused to consider the potential gravity, 
which such a project is likely to have on our marine environment.   
  
From the vantage point of my home, I have frequently witnessed the bewildering 
power of the sea, as it pounded our shoreline - sometimes for periods of days, 
weeks or even months - interspersed by only a few brief periods of relative 
calm.  There are numerous persons can bear witness to the fact, that on such 
occasions, the sea has sometimes flooded the Paria Main Road, in the vicinity of 
where T&TEC's submarine cable crosses the roadway, on the way to Tobago.   
  
If this port were to be constructed, the westernmost tip of the jetty would be 
situated to the north of the Toco Roman Catholic Church.  This construction, 
along with the dredging which is scheduled to be undertaken within the port's 
basin, is likely to have the effect of eroding the entire expanse of sand at Mission 
Beach.  An occurrence of this nature, would then probably necessitate the type of 
construction work, which is currently being undertaken at Mosquito Creek.  This 
is also a beach where turtles lay their eggs and I can personally attest to beauty 
and the awe of having seen hundreds of newly hatched turtles, as they headed to 
the sea.   
  
Along the north coast of Trinidad, the current normally flows from east to west, 
while the waves are generated by the north-easterly winds.  Grand L’Anse Bay is 
situated not far from the north-eastern point.  It is not irrational to conclude that 
any pollution which is generated at this facility, could rapidly spread along 
the entire coastline - as the contaminants would be ably assisted by 
these powerful forces of nature.   
  



When it comes to the building of a port of this size in Toco, my primary concerns 
are, that the pollution which is inevitable, would wipe out or severely damage the 
fishing industry - and that the recreation which is enjoyed by the thousands of 
persons who utilize Las Cuevas, Maracas and Macqueripe Bays, could become 
a thing of the past.  This is not fear-mongering, I am merely relating my concerns 
based on the observations, that I have had the privilege to make. 
  
As a concerned citizen, I am appealing to all of those persons who have 
decision-making authority regarding the proposed Toco Port, to please engage in 
the requisite level of due diligence, before embarking upon this project.  It has the 
potential to cause severe and irreversible environmental degradation to our 
marine environment and our social fabric - and could ultimately end up being a 
costly white elephant. 
 
Samuel Thornhill 
 
 
 

The following is my response to comments that were made 
by NIDCO's Chairman Herbert George and Port Consultant 
Arun Buch. 
 
Published in the Sunday Guardian on Sunday 9 June 2019.  



 
In the Guardian of Sunday June 2, there is a map on page A18, which purports to 
show the path where T&TEC’s submarine cables to Tobago were laid.  As 
someone who witnessed the cable laying process on two occasions, I feel duty-
bound to state for the public’s information that the cables were laid  
 

 
The eastern part of Mission Beach,  This is the area where the T&TEC 
submarine cables pass on the way to Tobago. 

substantially to the east of what is represented on the map.  I am certain their 
present location on the seafloor, places them firmly in what would be, the center 
of the port’s operations - with all of the attendant risks. 
 
Another area of concern is the issue of dredging, as it relates to Mission 
Beach.  There is a strong likelihood, that the dredging which is planned to be 
carried out within the basin, could so affect the current flow, that most of the sand 
gets eroded.  If this were to occur, that part of the Paria Main Road which 
sometimes gets flooded at times when the sea is rough - could become so 
affected, that it requires a type of mitigation, similar to what is being undertaken 
at Mosquito Creek.  To some persons, Mission Beach may be insignificant, but to 
many of us, it is a venue for rest, recreation and exercise - in addition to being a 
significant turtle nesting site. 
 
As someone who has repeatedly explored the coastline between the Toco 
Lighthouse and Mission Beach, I feel that it is my responsibility to mention 



publicly, that I am entirely in agreement with Dr. Stanton Belford, who has stated 
that the construction of the proposed billion-dollar port in Toco, will completely 
destroy the bio-diverse Grand L’Anse reef.  It is rather unfortunate that NIDCO's 
Chairman Mr. Herbert George, chose to trivialize Dr. Belford's statement, by 
referring to it as being, “alarmist and without factual basis.”   
 
In the case of Mr. Arun Buch, I suppose it serves his purpose to keep repeating 
the inaccuracy that, “Toco Bay cannot be said to possess any critical 
habitat.”  Only someone who is entirely unfamiliar with the Grand L’Anse Bay 
would keep making such a ridiculously incorrect statement because it shows 
either, that one has not conducted the research that should have performed - or 
that one is deliberately seeking to misinform the public. 
 
Recently word has been making the rounds, of a plan to construct a second port 
facility in the vicinity of Cecil’s Island - once the green light has been received, to 
go ahead at Grand L’Anse Bay.  The purpose of the second port it is said, would 
be for the filling up of oil tankers, with the crude oil that is produced off the east 
coast.  It would be a very good thing if Mr. George, Mr. Buch or any other official 
of the government, NIDCO or any other agency, could make a clear and 
unequivocal statement to the public on this issue. 
 
Samuel Thornhill 


