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The National Infrastructure Development Co Ltd, stated in the Sunday 
Express, ‘that it will not start any project like the proposed Toco port without 
due diligence, and this area remains the appropriate location for the port’.  As 
a resident of Toco, who has repeatedly explored the coastline between the 
Toco Lighthouse and Mission Beach, I am compelled to respond to this 
statement. 
 

On account of my previous experiences, I often become very concerned by 
what some officials really mean, when they use the terms ‘due diligence’ and 
‘consultation’.  I was present at the Toco Community Center on June 18th, 
2000, at what was supposed to be the first public consultation, when we the 
villagers saw and heard what were the thoroughly advanced plans, for the 
establishment of the Toco Port.   
 

It was quite evident to me that the developers had concluded in their minds, 
that there was no need to have any genuine consultation with us.  The 
prevailing attitude seemed to be, that they were dealing with a bunch of 
simple-minded people, who were unworthy of being engaged in any such 
discussions.  It appeared that having concluded thus, they took it upon 
themselves to determine what was best for our community, with the 
expectation that we would have dutifully and unquestioningly rubber-stamped 
our approval. 
 

If any due diligence had been conducted, the developers would not have 
displayed a plan which showed the intended construction of a massive oil 
storage tank, on the northern side of the Toco Community Center because 
they would have known that it is the location of the Toco Public 
Cemetery.  Even a superficial inspection of that site, would have indicated it’s 
total unsuitability. 
 

Furthermore, they would not have earmarked the land, immediately to the 
south of the Toco Anglican Church and School for future development 
because they would have been aware that it is the location of the Anglican 
Cemetery, where my mother had been buried just twelve days before.  Due 
diligence would also have caused the developers to recognize that by seeking 
to displace all of the residents between Mission Village and the Toco 
Lighthouse, they were embarking upon a rotten idea - particularly when one 
considers that the developers themselves, were unaware of where the 
displaced persons were to be relocated. 



 

Fast-forward nineteen years and it is yet again crystal clear, that no due 
diligence has been done.  The developers being mindful of the overwhelming 
opposition which they received in 2000, have been marketing this latest 
incarnation of the port, as one where there would be no need to displace 
anyone from their homes.  That statement alone shows that they have not 
done their homework because anyone who is familiar with the area would 
recognize, that a project of this magnitude requires a substantial acreage of 
land, on which to store the heavy equipment and the massive volumes of 
material that would be required.  It would therefore necessitate, the acquisition 
of several properties for this purpose. 
 

Due diligence would also have alerted the developers to the fact, that the 
Grand L’Anse reef and the Salybia reef, together contain more than 225 
identified marine species, according to researchers D. A. T. Phillip and S. G 
Belford.  They would therefore have avoided the error of claiming, that the 
area where they plan to build the port does not possess a critical habitat. 
 

The beach at Mission Village is the point from which T&TEC’s submarine 
electricity cables were laid to Tobago.  There is a large sign on the beach 
facing seaward that says, 
‘WARNING LIVE 33,000 VOLTS 
UNDERSEA  
CABLES NO ANCHORING NO 
TRAWLING.  Even if this facility 
could be constructed without 
damaging these cables - which 
to me seems unlikely; the 
cables would still be located in a 
zone where anchoring is strictly 
prohibited - while at the same time being of necessity a routine port activity, 
thus placing them at constant risk of disruption. 
 

The above are just some examples of what could have been learned, if the 
developers had engaged in due diligence and meaningful consultation with 
the stakeholders. 
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